
 

 

First Women of Power in Washington State  -
Match the picture with their Name & Office in Washington.  
 

Josephine Preston,  

First Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1913-1929 

 

Bertha Knight Landes,  

First Mayor of a major U.S. city, 1926-1928 

 

Belle Reeves,  

First Secretary of State, 1938-1948 

 

Dixy Lee Ray,  

First Governor, 1977-1981 

 

Christine Gregoire,  

First Attorney General, 1993-2005 

 

Patty Murray, First U.S. Senator, 1993-Present 

Check out: https://www.sos.wa.gov/legacy/women-in-government/ 
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Can you put these working women in order; which was the longest ago, when is closest to modern time?   

A.    B.  C.   D.   E.   F.                           G.  

 

 

https://www.sos.wa.gov/legacy/biographies/JosephinePreston.aspx
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https://www.sos.wa.gov/legacy/biographies/BerthaKnightLandes.aspx
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WHO WERE THE MERCER GIRLS?   

We honor the eleven educated women, aged 15 to 35 years, who, in March of 1864, during the 

Civil War, left the comfort of their homes and families in New England to come to Washington Terri-

tory. They were recruited as teachers for various schools throughout the territory. Most secured 

teaching positions in the Pacific Northwest. A couple of the 

women died young. One never married; instead she devot-

ed her life to education and fought for the right for women 

to vote. A few were involved with other businesses and two 

became superintendents of county public school districts.  

Can you find out which one fought for the right for women to 

vote? Which ones became school superintendents?  

Why did they come?  

Voting Rights for Women, Women's Suffrage 

In the time of the earliest settlers in the Washington Territory, 

women did not have the right to vote. In 1854, Washington 

nearly became the first state to grant women's suffrage, 

but the proposal was defeated by a single vote. In an at-

tempt to crush the woman's suffrage movement, the Territori-

al Legislature soon after mandated that "no female shall have 

the right of ballot or vote."  

 

In 1871, Susan B. Anthony and Abigail Scott Duniway led a 

crusade through the territories of Washington and Oregon 

and helped to form the Washington Woman Suffrage Associ-

ation. Due to the group's constant protesting and pushing, full 

voting rights were given to women in 1883 by a bill that 

passed through the Territorial Legislature. But in 1887, the 

Territorial Supreme Court overturned that law. Another was 

passed in 1888, but was also overturned. This happened be-

cause women voters were making sales of liquor more diffi-

cult with their votes, and the state's liquor lobby had fought 

hard to remove their voting rights. In light of this opposition, 

some activists chose to emphasize the contributions of wom-

en workers to the community and finally, in 1910, the Wash-

ington State Constitution was permanently amended to 

grant women the right to vote.  

  It would be ten years before the rest of the country's women had that right! 

WHO WERE THE WOMEN SUFFRAGE LEADERS IN WASHINGTON STATE?  


